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JOINT PRESS RELEASE ISSUED BY CUMBRIA COUNTY COUNCIL, FRIENDS OF THE 
LAKE DISTRICT AND THORN LIGHTING 
 
Cumbria ‘LED-ing’ the way with street light replacement programme 
 
Work is nearing completion on Cumbria County Council’s exciting street light replacement and 
improvement programme. 
 
The County Council has invested £12.9m over the past seven years in this major countywide 
project to replace over 45,000 street lights with more efficient and cost effective LED 
technology. 
 
The programme has enabled the Council to reduce its annual lighting energy bill by over £1 
million, reduce annual energy consumption by 60% and save more than 9,000 tonnes of 
carbon emissions each year. 
 
As part of the LED replacement programme, the Council believes it will be the first local 
authority in the UK to use a newly-developed and adaptive LED street lantern which is Dark 
Sky friendly. 
 
The new LED lanterns are manufactured by Thorn Lighting and use their innovative NightTune 
LED technology. The lanterns emit a blend of white and amber light which can be automatically 
adjusted to suit the time of night and level of traffic on the road. Visibility for drivers and 
pedestrians is not affected by the blended light colour and the scheme is fully compliant with 
the required safety standards for street lighting. 
 
The luminaires, deliver light focused at ground level, preventing light pollution up into the night 
sky with no visibility of the LED, reducing any potential for glare. 
 
The County Council will be piloting these NightTune LED street lights at five locations in Alston, 
Warcop, Dent, Glenridding and Ambleside, where lighting was due to be upgraded and/or is 
situated in a sensitive location. Each site has been selected to cover a diversity of communities 
and landscape settings, in areas bidding for Dark Skies landscape status nationally – the Lake 
District and Yorkshire Dales national parks and North Pennines AONB. 
 
This project is a collaboration between Cumbria County Council, the Dark Skies Cumbria 
project lead by the Friends of the Lake District, and the Council’s LED supplier Thorn Lighting 
UK Ltd, a lighting brand of the Zumtobel Group. 
 
Cllr Keith Little, Cumbria County Council Cabinet member for Highways, said: “I am really 
pleased our exciting street light replacement programme is nearing completion on schedule. 
Using the LED technology is helping the council to save over £1m a year in energy costs and 
reducing our carbon emissions and energy bills. 
 
Cllr Celia Tibble, Cumbria County Council Cabinet member for Environment, said: “We believe 
we are the first council in the country to pilot the use of NightTune LED technology. The pilots 
will allow us to monitor how the lighting impacts on the night-time environment and obtain 
feedback from each community.” 
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Cumbria’s Dark Skies Project is backing NightTune lighting. Project Officer Jack Ellerby from 
the Friends of the Lake District said: “I’m liaising across all the Dark Sky areas in the UK, with 
the International Dark Skies Association (IDA) and many different organisations and 
lighting/design professionals. Awareness and concerns over the harmful impacts of light 
pollution on our night skies, our wildlife, people’s health and wellbeing and the wider 
implications on greenhouse gas emissions, is growing rapidly. 
 
“Cumbria County Council’s leadership in taking this initiative with Thorn Lighting, puts us at 
the forefront of finding win-win solutions to provide lighting in ways that do not harm the natural 
world. I know many areas across the UK are watching with interest in this excellent initiative.” 
 
Matthew Boucher, Managing Director at Zumtobel Group comments “We are delighted to be 
working with Cumbria County Council and Friends of the Lake District on these very worthy 
pilot schemes. We all have to take responsibility to preserve our Dark Skies and take action 
against light pollution in any way we can. Thorn will continue to fully support the campaign to 
reclaim our Dark Skies.” 
 
Notes to Editors: 
The pilot locations are on residential roads in the Lake District National Park World Heritage 
Site (Ambleside and Glenridding), North Pennines AONB & UNESCO Global Geopark (Alston 
and Warcop) and Dent in the Yorkshire Dales National Park & Dark Sky Reserve. 
 
Combining the innovative use of LEDs technology, Thorn’s NightTune luminaires not only 
prevent any light pollution up into the night sky, but their ‘warmer’ colour temperature means 
they minimise any potential harmful effects on wildlife, and light sensitive people. 
 
Most modern LED road lights, which replaced the old energy inefficient, orange sodium 
lanterns, are set at 4,000 Kelvins or higher. The Cumbrian NightTune lights specification start 
at 2,700K at dusk, then reduce down to 2,200K during the quieter period in the middle of the 
night, and then return back to 2,700K before day break. 
 
For more information about Friends of the Lake District’s Dark Skies Cumbria Project, visit the 
website at: www.darkskiescumbria.org.uk or contact Communications Officer Dawn 
Groundsell dawn-groundsell@fld.org.uk  
 
Thorn’s NightTune lighting is explained in this short video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aWY7sYEkDjA   
Learn more about Thorn’s NightTune technology: http://www.thornlighting.com/en/about-
us/press/advanced-led-technology-that-protects-the-precious-night-skies 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Photograph accreditation: Pete Collins. Photo is of Derwentwater.  
PR must include Friends of the Dark Skies’ logo for this image to be used and 
published.  
Please also include Cumbria County Council’s logo with the copy. 
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Information 
Tel: 0191 365 2222 
email: uk.quotations@zumtobelgroup.com 
www.thornlighting.co.uk 
 
About Thorn 
Thorn designs and develops innovative, performance-driven and dependable indoor and outdoor lighting 
and control solutions. Our comprehensive portfolio addresses the daily requirements of municipalities, 
contractors, consultants, architects, installers, wholesalers and end users. It covers a broad spectrum of 
applications, including office, education, industry, urban life, transportation, sports, road, parking and 
also emergency and control solutions. Around the world, the Thorn name is synonymous with proven 
quality, reliability and efficiency. With over 90 years of lighting experience, we have established ourselves 
as a trusted partner committed to providing customers with support that goes far beyond the product. 
We help to improve public and traffic safety in communities with intelligent solutions and better 
connectivity. Thorn is a proud member of the Zumtobel Group and fully dedicated to providing the right 
light for people, places and the environment. In all of our efforts: We make light work for you. Learn more 
at www.thornlighting.co.uk  
 
 
UK Media   (not for colour sep requests) 
Emma Cronin 
Marketing Communications & Events Coordinator 
Phone +44 (0) 7785 248642 
Emma.cronin@zumtobelgroup.com 
 
Publisher notes/Invoicing Information: 
For colour separation bookings please email requests to jan@vastpublicity.com or 
sue@vastpublicity.com  
 
All invoices should include VPL order number and article name given at time of booking and invoice 
must be sent to client direct. 
 
Invoice must be addressed to ZG Lighting (UK) Ltd. 
Invoice must now be sent either by email to emma.cronin@zumtobelgroup.com or for post:   Emma 
Cronin, Marketing, ZG Lighting (UK) Ltd, Chiltern Park, Chiltern Hill, Chalfont St Peter, Gerrards Cross 
SL9 9FG.  Please ensure booking reference is always used as per instruction from VPL 
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